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Update to parents 
Friday 16th July 2026  

 
IMPORTANT - Acknowledgement of School Reports 
School reports have now been shared with families. To help us confirm that reports have been received, we kindly 
ask all parents and carers to complete the short Microsoft Form sent alongside the report. This will act as your 
acknowledgement of receipt and will help us ensure that every family has successfully accessed their child's 
report. Thank you for taking a few moments to complete the form (see link below): 
 
https://forms.office.com/e/CfFLVbAGaF  
 
The best things about transition week… 
In mentoring this week, we reflected on our time with our new classes, below is a Word Cloud of our highlights: 
 

 
 

https://forms.office.com/e/CfFLVbAGaF


We also asked the Y6s what their higlight of their secondary transition was (a common theme coming through!):  
 

 
 
CLEARING ACCOUNTS ON SCHOOL MONEY – ARBOR UPDATE 
From September, we will be transferring our booking system and lunch menus over to Arbor. This change will mean 
that more of our school systems are managed under one umbrella, helping to streamline communication and 
make things easier for families. 
 
Before we break up for the summer, please ensure that any outstanding balances or accounts on School Money 
are cleared. This will help us to make the transition as smooth as possible. 
 
If you have any questions, concerns or queries regarding this change, please do not hesitate to contact the school 
office, who will be happy to help. 
 
Arrangements for Y6 as they come to their final weeks  
Dear Year 6 Parents and Carers, 
 
As we approach the final week of your child's time at John Blow Primary School, we are putting together a range 
of activities to ensure they have a positive, memorable and enjoyable end to their primary school journey. 
 
Our plans for next week are as follows: 
 

• Monday: A visit to Slick City, made possible thanks to the children's tremendous fundraising efforts 
throughout the year. As part of the package, children will receive slide socks, pizza and a slushie to enjoy 
during their visit. 

• Tuesday: A walk to Langford Nature Reserve, where the children will enjoy a picnic. We will leave school 
at approximately 10.00am and return before the end of the school day. 

• Wednesday: A Ga-Ga Ball event, led by the YMCA. 

• Thursday: We will begin the day with learning in school before setting off at approximately 10.00am for 
our cycle ride to North Clifton, where we will enjoy a picnic. We may need support transporting children 
who do not have access to a bike or are unable to ride one. Please look out for a separate email with 
further details if this applies to your child.  Children must wear a helmet to participate in the bike ride. 

• Friday: A day to celebrate their final day with us at John Blow Primary School.  Leavers' Assembly will 
commence at 9am; please do not allow your child to sign their shirts until after this assembly. 

 
For the activities on Tuesday and Thursday, children will need a packed lunch and plenty of drinks in their bags. If 
you would like the school kitchen to provide one, please let the school office know as soon as possible so that 
arrangements can be made. 
 
We also require parental permission for your child to take part in these activities. Without permission, 
unfortunately your child will be unable to attend. 
 
If your child does not have access to a bike or is unable to ride one, please also let us know if you are able to assist 
with transport to North Clifton. You can provide both your permission and any transport information by emailing 



the school office or by sending a signed note in with your child—let's see if our Year 6 pupils can take responsibility 
for handing it in themselves! 
 
We would be grateful if you could return your permission as soon as possible so that we can finalise arrangements 
for what promises to be a fantastic final week together. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Mr Straw and Mr Carver 
 
Water Safety  
This week we welcomed The Canal Trust into school to lead an assembly on water safety following the recent 
tragic events in open water – below is a guidance note and links to key websites from Lincolnshire Fire and Rescue 
– thank you to Mrs Kirkham for sharing this with us: 
 
As the weather improves, many children and young people spend more time near rivers, lakes and other open 
water. These places can look inviting, but they often carry hidden dangers such as cold-water shock, strong currents 
and sudden changes in depth. 
 
We’re sharing this water-safety leaflet to help you talk with your child or young person about staying safe. It 
includes simple guidance on recognising risks, making safe choices and what to do in an emergency. 
 
Please take a few minutes to read through it together. A short conversation at home can make a real difference 
and help prevent accidents. 
 
Further information is available via the following websites: 
Home | StayWise - Saving Lives Through Education 
Respect The Water 
Float To Live – What To Do If You Fall In Water 
 
Thank you for helping us keep children and young people safe. 
 
Community Fire Safety 
Lincolnshire and Rescue 
 

https://staywise.co.uk/
https://www.respectthewater.com/
https://rnli.org/water-safety/float


 
 



 
 
INSET Days for the 2026–2027 Academic Year 
The Governing Body has now approved the INSET (staff training) days for the 2026–2027 academic year. 
 
These days have been carefully planned to support the priorities identified within our School Improvement Plan 
and will enable staff to undertake professional development that strengthens teaching, learning and the provision 
we offer to all children. 
 
The approved INSET days are: 
 

• Tuesday 1st September 2026 

• Wednesday 2nd September 2026 

• Monday 23rd November 2026 – Whole-school training delivered by an external provider 

• Monday 22nd February 2027  

• Wednesday 28th July 2027 – End of year staff training and school improvement planning 
 
As these dates are designated training days, children will begin the 2026–2027 academic year on Thursday 3rd 
September 2026. 
 
We hope that providing these dates well in advance will support families with their planning for the next academic 
year. 



 
Family Reading Morning – a reminder  
Friday 24th July - 8:30am – 9:00am 
  
We are delighted to invite parents, grandparents and other family members to join us for a special Family Reading 
Morning. 
 
Come along and enjoy spending time reading with your child/relative before the start of the school day. This is a 
wonderful opportunity to share a love of reading together. 
  
If the weather is fine, we will be reading together in the shade on the school field. 
 
If the weather is unsuitable, the event will take place in the school hall. 
 
The Friends of John Blow will be serving refreshments, so please stay and enjoy them as well while supporting our 
school community. 
 
As an added treat, there will also be books available for every child to choose from and take home to enjoy over 
the summer holidays, helping to keep their love of reading alive throughout the break. 
 
We hope you can join us for this special event and look forward to seeing you there! 
 
Water Bottles (a reminder) 
As the weather continues to get warmer, please can we remind all children to bring a water bottle to school every 
day. Staying hydrated is essential for helping children to remain healthy, comfortable and ready to learn throughout 
the school day. 
 
Please ensure that water bottles are clearly labelled with your child's name. This helps us to quickly identify bottles 
and return them to their owners if they are misplaced. 
 
Photographs on the website… 
 
Transition week 2026 
https://www.johnblowprimaryschool.co.uk/gallery/?pid=46&gcatid=38&albumid=271  
 
July 2026 @ JBPS 
https://www.johnblowprimaryschool.co.uk/gallery/?pid=46&gcatid=38&albumid=272  
 
Y1 visited Sherwood Forest 
https://www.johnblowprimaryschool.co.uk/gallery/?pid=87&gcatid=42&albumid=273 
 
Above and Beyond  
Well done to this week’s recipients: 
 

EYFS Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 

April 
Joshua 
The Whole 
Class 
 

Eliza 
Sofia 
Caleb 
Lexi-Jae 
 

Penny 
Arthur 
Evelyn 

Ella  
Robin  
Arlo-Jon  
Ellis  
Hugo 
Arlo G 
Alby 
Emilia 
Eleanor 
 

Reuben  
Elliot 
Emily  
 

Alfie  
Ronnie 
Edward  
James 
  

Lillian 
Ben 
Lexi 
Angus 
Finley 
Freddy 

 

https://www.johnblowprimaryschool.co.uk/gallery/?pid=46&gcatid=38&albumid=271
https://www.johnblowprimaryschool.co.uk/gallery/?pid=46&gcatid=38&albumid=272
https://www.johnblowprimaryschool.co.uk/gallery/?pid=87&gcatid=42&albumid=273


A Reminder from Collingham Tennis Club 
The mini courts at Collingham Tennis Club are FREE to use during school holidays and at weekends. Rackets and 
balls are also FREE to use and are kept in the wooden box on the mini courts. Children should be accompanied by 
an adult while using the mini courts. 
 
Mini court availability: 

• Weekends free availability   

• Wednesday, Thursday and Friday evenings  
 
School holidays: 

• w/c 27 July availability all day every day  

• w/c 3 August, 10 August, 17 August, 24 August 

• Monday available after 2.30pm 

• Tuesday available all day  

• Wednesday available after 2.30pm 

• Thursday available all day 

• Friday available after 2.30pm 
 
James Wheatley, Head Coach, will be running Tennis Camps from 9.00am – 2.00pm during w/c 3, 10, 17 and 24 
August every Monday, Wednesday and Friday.  For further information, please contact James on 07985 643239. 
 

 



Summer Reading Challenge 2026 
Read to the Beat at Nottinghamshire Inspire Nottinghamshire Libraries 4 July - 6 September  
 
Join the FREE Summer Reading Challenge and earn rewards for reading. 
 
This year’s theme is Read to the Beat, celebrating the joy of music and reading. 
 
Flexible for all reading levels the Challenge is great opportunity for children to find the books they love. For children 
aged 4 - 11 Summer Reading Challenge 2026: Read to the Beat at Nottinghamshire Inspire libraries 4 July – 6 
September. 
 
This summer Inspire libraries will be asking children find their reading rhythm in the Summer Reading Challenge 
2026: Read to the Beat. Children select and complete six reading goals of their choice over the summer, collecting 
rewards along the way. Every child who completes the challenge will receive a certificate and medal. 
Produced by The Reading Agency and delivered in partnership with libraries across the country the Summer 
Reading Challenge is a great opportunity for children to find books they love. They choose what they want to read 
– story books, information books, e-books, audio books, poetry, comic, joke books, and graphic novels, all reading 
counts –children set the tempo!  
 
Read to the Beat is running in all Inspire libraries until Sunday 6 September, suitable for children aged 4 – 11. It’s 
completely FREE to take part. Under 4s can take part in our mini challenge too. Find out more at 
www.inspireculture.org.uk/summerreadingchallenge 
 

 

http://www.inspireculture.org.uk/summerreadingchallenge


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summer Term 2 – 2025-2026 Bulletin Dates 
 
w/c Monday 20th July 
Music Journey – Artists and genres chosen by children 
 
Monday 20th July 

• Assembly – Preparing to move on, BC 

• Y6 Leavers’ Trip – Slick City  

• Whole school DT Day 

• 3.00 – 5.00pm – FOJB inflatables afternoon  
Tuesday 21st July 

• Assembly – A new school year, what to look forward to, TS 

• Year 6 – Picnic at Langford 

• Y3 to Forest School w/Mr Newberry 
Wednesday 22nd July 
Thursday 23rd July 

• 9.00 – Merit Assembly (invitation only) 

• Y6 bike ride to South Clifton (drop off at picnic) 
Friday 24th July 

• 9.00am – Assembly, Y6 Leavers (Y6 parents invited) 

• Read with a relative morning 

• 3.30pm – END OF TERM 
 


