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What is Geography? (Child Friendly Definition)  

Geography is about Earth's land, water, air, and living things—particularly people. 

 

EYFS 

The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum supports children’s understanding of geography through the planning and teaching of ‘Understanding the 

World’. Practitioners encourage investigative behaviour and raise questions such as, ‘What do you think?'; ‘Tell me more about?'; 'What will happen if..?'; 

‘What else could we try?'; ‘What could it be used for?' and ‘How might it work?'  

 

Intent  

 The study of geography ignites children’s curiosity about the world.. Through finding out about their local environment and the world . We aim to make all 

children aware of their role as a global citizen. Geography enables children to develop a context for their growing sense of identity. What they learn through 

geography can influence their decisions about personal choices, attitudes and values. At John Blow Primary School, our intent, when teaching geography, is 

to stimulate the children’s curiosity in order for them to develop their knowledge, skills and understanding.  

Implementation  

Our whole curriculum is shaped by our school vision which aims to enable all children, regardless of background, ability, additional needs, to flourish to 

become the very best version of themselves they can possibly be. We teach the National Curriculum, supported by a clear objectives and knowledge 

progression. This ensures that objectives, skills and knowledge are built on year by year and sequenced appropriately to maximise learning for all children. It 

is important that the children develop progressive geographical skills throughout their time at John Blow Primary School and do not just learn a series of 

facts about the past. In geography, pupils at John Blow Primary School, find evidence, weigh it up and reach their own conclusion. To do this successfully, 

they need to be able to research, interpret evidence, including primary and secondary sources, and have the necessary skills to argue for their point of view; 

skill that will help them in their adult life.  



At John Blow Primary School: 

• Topics are blocked to allow children to focus on developing their knowledge and skills, studying each topic in depth. 

• We have developed a progression of objectives, with each year group, which enables pupils to build on and develop their skills each year. This is 

supported with specific vocabulary and objectives for each topic. 

• In order to support children in their ability to know more and remember more, there are regular opportunities to review the learning that has taken 

place in previous topics as well as previous lessons. 

• At the start of each topic children will review previous learning and will have the opportunity to share what they already know about a current topic. 

Children complete a web of knowledge at the start and end of topics. Learning can also be reviewed through informal quizzes. 

• To support teaching, staff access a range of resources and planning including Plan Bee, relevant texts, topic boxes and Grammarsaurus. 

• Medium term planning for units will cover key geographical concepts: locational knowledge, place knowledge, human and physical knowledge and 

geographical skills and fieldwork. Medium term planning will also highlight previous learning and links with the National Curriculum. 

• We plan for effective use of educational visits and visitors, to enrich and enhance the pupil’s learning experience and the geography curriculum 

• Teachers use highly effective Assessment for Learning at different points in each lesson to ensure misconceptions are highlighted and addressed. 

• Effective modelling by teachers ensures that children are able to achieve their learning intentions, with misconceptions addressed within it. 

• Through using a range of assessment tools, differentiation is facilitated by teachers, to ensure that each pupil can access the geography curriculum. 

• Pupils are regularly given the opportunity for self or peer assessment, which will then be used to inform planning, preparation, differentiation and 

address misconceptions within that lesson, or for the next lesson. 

• Cross-curricular links are planned for, with other subjects such as maths, writing and computing. 

• Our Assessment Tracker (EAZMAG) allows us to use data to inform future practice. 

 

 

Impact  



By the time the children leave our school they should have developed:   

A secure knowledge and understanding of: 

The ability to think critically about geography and communicate confidently in styles appropriate to a range of audiences.  

The ability to consistently support, evaluate and challenge their own and others’ views using detailed, appropriate and accurate geographical evidence 

derived from a range of sources.  

The ability to think, reflect, debate, discuss and evaluate the past, forming and refining questions and lines of enquiry.  

A passion for geography and an enthusiastic engagement in learning, which develops their understanding of the world 

A respect for geographical evidence and the ability to make robust and critical use of it to support their explanations and judgements.  

A desire to embrace challenging activities, including opportunities to undertake high-quality research across a range of geography topics. 

 

What is Greater Depth at John Blow Primary School?  

GDS in Geography at JBPS refers to a more advanced and comprehensive understanding of geographical concepts, processes, and patterns. It involves not 

only grasping basic facts and information but also analysing and synthesising data, understanding complex interrelationships between physical and human 

environments, and applying knowledge to solve real-world problems. This level of depth often includes critical thinking, evaluating multiple perspectives, 

and engaging in independent research to explore geographical issues in detail. 

 

Geography Autumn Spring Summer 

EYFS 
 
 

Where do I live? 

 

What is a good place to build a 
castle? 

 
 

Where can I travel? 

 
 



 
 
 

 

YEAR 1 
 
 

What is the weather like in the UK? 
 

What do Maps/Atlases show? 

 

Where did Robin Hood live? 
 

YEAR 2 
 
 

How is the UK different to Kenya? 

 

Can you draw a map? 

 

What is London like? 

 
 

Y3/4 
Cycle A 
 
 

Why are rivers important? 

 

"How can we use maps and teamwork to 
find our way through places?" 

 
 
 

What causes different climates? 

 



 

Y3/4 
Cycle B 
 
 
 

Would you live by a volcano? 
 

What are the key geographical 
features of the UK? 

 

Did the Romans live nearby? 

 

YEAR 5 
 
 

Rainforests- Why are Rainforests 
important? 

 
 

Mountains- Are mountains 
dangerous? 

 

Link Mayans-Central America 
Map Skills- How to orientate yourself? 
River study- What are the features of a 

river? 

 
 



YEAR 6 
 

How does Antarctica’s climate and 
location influence the way humans 

and animals survive? 

 

What is the economic activity of the 
UK? 

 

Is Collingham still a village? 

 

 


