
John Blow Primary School reading journey 

 
The delivery of this journey is supported by our Reading Strategy Progression document; our Talking Points RSE scheme; a range of quality texts in 

classrooms that support and enrich our pupils enjoyment of reading, knowledge of protected characteristics, diversity and cultural capital. This list is not 

exhaustive and maybe supplemented and adapted in response to children’s interests and needs. 

Reading Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Elm 
Reading for 
pleasure 

Marvellous Me  
  
Stories with familiar 
settings:   

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Sirens, Safety 
Gear and 
Celebration  
  
Non-Fiction - 
People who help us 
information texts.   
Real Superheroes   
Life Savers  
Busy Day – 
Firefighter  
Diwali  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Castles, Knights and 
Dragons  
  
Traditional Tales  
Cinderella  
Sleeping Beauty  
Jack and the 
beanstalk  
George and the 
dragon  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

The Animals Went In 
Two By Two  
 

Poetry, songs and 
stories with pattern, 
rhyme and 
repetition.  
Sparkyard animal 
song collection  

 

 
 

 
 

Roots, Shoots and 
Welly Boots  

  
Non-Fiction   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Fiction on a theme:  
 

Everyone Is An 
Explorer  

  
Fiction   
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Songs and Rhymes  
A Sailor Went To Sea 
Sea Sea  
When I Was One 
………  

 
 

PINE 
Reading for 
pleasure 

Hansel and Gretel 
 

 Dinosaurs, 
Dinosaurs  
 

 Katie Morag  
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Curriculum 
texts 

The Little Red Hen  The Three Little 
Pigs  
 

 

 
 
T-Rex Non-fiction 
texts 
 
 

Wanted: The 
Perfect Pet  
 
 

Sharing a Shell 
 

 
 

Robin Hood Folk 
Tales 
 
The Deep Dark 
Wood  
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Reading 
comprehension 

      

OAK  
Reading for 
pleasure 

 

 
 
 

African Fable  - 
Anansi 
 
Sulwe 
 

The Lion King  

 

 
 

 
 

Homework on 
Pluto - Lou 
Treleaven 
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Curriculum 
texts 

  
 

    

Reading 
comprehension 

Africa texts (fiction 
and non-fiction) 
Non-fiction → 
leopard, cheetah, 
meerkat, spotted 
hyena 
 
Going on Safari  
Habitats of Africa  
Kenya  
The Best Five  
Maasai  
 

Space texts 
(fiction and non-
fiction) 
Neil Armstrong 
Biography 
 
 
 
10 facts about the 
moon landing   
Fly me to the 
moon  
Katherine 
Johnson  
The Space Race  
Walking on the 
moon  
 
Neil Armstrong  
 
 
Elf’s Christmas 
party  
Naughty or Nice?  
 
 

Toys texts (fiction 
and non-fiction) 
 
Materials  
 
 
The old toy room  
Terrific Toys  
 
Different Materials  
Flexible Materials  
Materials  
Soft Materials  
Transparent 
Materials  
 
Traction Man - 
Grammarsaurus 
 

Fairytale texts 
(fiction and non-
fiction) 
 
Jack and the 
Beanstalk  
 
 
The Lion and the 
mouse  
Jack and the 
Beanstalk  
Anansi the Spider  
Hansel and Gretel  
The Elves and the 
shoemaker  
What is a traditional 
tale?  
 
Rainforests – Twinkl  

London’s Burning   
The Great Fire of 
London  
The Diary of 
Samuel Pepys  
The Great Fire of 
London   
Trooping the colour  
 

The Royal Baby  
Memorable 
Monarchs  
Queen Elizabeth II  
The Crown Jewels  
 



John Blow Primary School reading journey 

 

BEECH 
Reading for 
pleasure 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Curriculum 
texts 
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Reading 
comprehension 

 

 

Visit Skara Brae  
Fascinating Fossils  
 
Mount Vesuvius  
 
Worst eruptions 
in History  
 
A Healthy Diet  
 
Christmas in 
Halloween Town  

 

 

History of the 
Olympics  
Capital Cities of the 
United Kingdom  
 
Seed Dispersal  
 
How did Greek 
mythology explain 
everyday life?  
 
What is magnetism?  
 
My School Days 
Poem  

 

 
 

How to become a 
Roman Centurian  
How do shadows 
change when the 
distance between 
the torch and the 
brick changes?  
 
Antoni Gaudi  
 
Romulus and 
Remus  
 
The Centipede Song 
Poem  
 
Boudicca vs The 
Romans  

ASH 
Reading for 
pleasure 
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Curriculum 
texts 

Black History  
 
Lilian Bader 
Biography  
 
Malorie Blackman 
Biography   
 
Nelson Madela 
Biography   
 
Katherine Johnson  
 
Frida Kahlo (Little 
People, Big Dreams) 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
Extinct Animals   

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Reading 
comprehension 

Extreme Survivors 
 
Canine Life Savers  
 

The Little Match 
Girl  
 
Christmas Trees  

 Little Red Scenes  Rainforests  
 
Hansel and Gretal  
 

The Land of Roar 
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Disney Characters  
 
Should the Beast be 
sentenced for 
Kidnapping?  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Icarus  
 
Should the Wonka 
Factory be shut 
down?  
 
Dragon Boat 
Festival  
 
How to survive a 
night in the city  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

New Boy at School  
 
Explorers of the 
deep  
Inventions – The 
Telephone  
 
Battle of Hastings  

Maple RFP  
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(World Poetry Day) 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

Curriculum 
texts 
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Reading 
comprehension 
 

 

 
 

 
 

After the Romans: 
Bede, Christianity, 
Mythology, Early 
arrivals & Viking 

invasion 
 

Anglo Saxons: A 
country divided, First 

king of England, 
Angles, Jutes and 

 

 
 
Rainforest:  
Crashed 
Layers of the 
rainforest 
Strange forests 
Threats 
Types of 
rainforest 
 

Mountains: 
The Beddgelert 
Legend 
An interview with 
Shandi Ganjavian-
Connor 
Record Breaking 
mountains 
Mountain Sports 
Ever-exhilarating 
Everest 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

World religions: 
Baha’i 
Humanism 
Judaism 
Sikhism 
Taoism 
 



John Blow Primary School reading journey 

 

Saxons, The end of it 
all & The end of the 

Romans 
 

 
 

 
 
 

WILLOW 
 
Reading for 
pleasure 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Y6 Transition TBC 

Curriculum 
texts 

 
 

  

 

SATS Revision  SATS Revision  Y6 Transition TBC 
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Reading 
comprehension 

 Poetry: Talking 
Turkeys Benjamin 
Zephaniah  
  
Gryla; The Yule 
Lads; The Night 
Before Christmas  
 
 
 

The Great Stink; The 
Great Exhibition; 
Great Inventions; 
The British Empire. 
 

Persuasive Texts: 
Time to Make 
Cricket an Olympic 
Sport; Visit 
Edinburgh  
 
Sports 
Commentary: Tig; 
Battle of Bosworth; 
Penguin Curling 
 
Fantasy Stories: 
House in the Hill; 
The Cupboard; 
Coins  
 
The Mongol Empire; 
Journey Along the 
Silk Road  
 
Volcanoes; Iceland; 
Kattia Kraft  
 

Robert the Bruce; 
Lambton Worm; 
The Faithful Hound; 
Finn McCool; 
Cuchulann; 
Children of Lir. 
 
USA: National Parks 
in the USA; How 
tornadoes are 
formed; Letter 
from the dust bowl  
 
Bear Grylls; Stef 
Reid; Brian Cox  
 
The Light; 
Tandango; The 
Lanterns 
 
 

Poetry: The Lady of 
Shallot  
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Camping; 
Immersion; 
Crashed; Cyborg; 
Recycling Process; 
Werewolves; Tiny 
Predators  

 

 

 


