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EYFS 
The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum supports children’s understanding of history through the planning and teaching of ‘Understanding the World’. This aspect is about how children find out about past and present events in 
their own lives, their families and other people they know. Children are encouraged to develop a sense of change over time and are given opportunities to differentiate between past and present by observing routines throughout the 
day, growing plants, observing the passing of seasons and time and looking at photographs of their life and of others. Practitioners encourage investigative behaviour and raise questions such as, ‘What do you think?'; ‘Tell me more 
about?'; 'What will happen if..?'; ‘What else could we try?'; ‘What could it be used for?' and ‘How might it work?' Use of language relating to time is used in daily routines and conversations with children for example, ‘yesterday', ‘old', 
‘past', ‘now' and ‘then'. 
 

Intent  

History is all around us. The study of history ignites children’s curiosity about the past in Britain and the wider world. Through finding out about how and why the world, our country, culture and local community have 
developed over time, children understand how the past influences the present. We aim to make all children aware of the actions of important people in history and enable children to know about significant events in 
British history, whilst appreciating how things have changed over time. History enables children to develop a context for their growing sense of identity and a chronological framework for their knowledge of 
significant events and people. What they learn through history can influence their decisions about personal choices, attitudes and values. At John Blow Primary School, our intent, when teaching history, is to stimulate 
the children’s curiosity in order for them to develop their knowledge, skills and understanding.  

 

Implementation  

Our whole curriculum is shaped by our school vision which aims to enable all children, regardless of background, ability, additional needs, to flourish to become the very best version of themselves they can possibly be. We teach the 
National Curriculum, supported by a clear objectives and knowledge progression. This ensures that objectives, skills and knowledge are built on year by year and sequenced appropriately to maximise learning for all children. It is 
important that the children develop progressive skills of a historian throughout their time at John Blow Primary School and do not just learn a series of facts about the past. In history, pupils at John Blow Primary School, find evidence, 
weigh it up and reach their own conclusion. To do this successfully, as historians, they need to be able to research, interpret evidence, including primary and secondary sources, and have the necessary skills to argue for their point of 
view; skill that will help them in their adult life.  

At John Blow Primary School: 
 Topics are blocked to allow children to focus on developing their knowledge and skills, studying each topic in depth. 
 We have developed a progression of objectives, with each year group, which enables pupils to build on and develop their skills each year. This is supported with specific vocabulary and objectives for each topic. 
 In order to support children in their ability to know more and remember more, there are regular opportunities to review the learning that has taken place in previous topics as well as previous lessons. 
 At the start of each topic children will review previous learning and will have the opportunity to share what they already know about a current topic. Children complete a web of knowledge at the start and end of topics. Learning can 

also be reviewed through informal quizzes. 
 To support teaching, staff access a range of resources and planning including The History Association, Plan Bee, relevant texts, topic boxes and Grammarsaurus. 
 Medium term planning for units will cover key historical concepts: chronological understanding, historical knowledge, historical interpretation, historical enquiry and organisation and communication. Medium term planning 

will also highlight previous learning and links with the National Curriculum. 
 Children are given opportunities, where possible, to study artefacts leading to enquiry, investigation, analysis, interpretation, evaluation and presentation. 
 We plan for effective use of educational visits and visitors, to enrich and enhance the pupil’s learning experience and the History curriculum. 
 Teachers use highly effective Assessment for Learning at different points in each lesson to ensure misconceptions are highlighted and addressed. 
 Effective modelling by teachers ensures that children are able to achieve their learning intentions, with misconceptions addressed within it. 
 Through using a range of assessment tools, differentiation is facilitated by teachers, to ensure that each pupil can access the history curriculum. 
 Pupils are regularly given the opportunity for self or peer assessment, which will then be used to inform planning, preparation, differentiation and address misconceptions within that lesson, or for the next lesson. 
 Cross-curricular links are planned for, with other subjects such as maths, writing and computing. 
 Our Assessment Tracker (EAZMAG) allows us to use data to inform future practice. 

 
 
Impact  

By the time the children leave our school they should have developed:   
A secure knowledge and understanding of people, events and contexts from the historical periods covered.  



The ability to think critically about history and communicate confidently in styles appropriate to a range of audiences.  
The ability to consistently support, evaluate and challenge their own and others’ views using detailed, appropriate and accurate historical evidence derived from a range of sources.  
The ability to think, reflect, debate, discuss and evaluate the past, forming and refining questions and lines of enquiry.  
A passion for history and an enthusiastic engagement in learning, which develops their sense of curiosity about the past and their understanding of how and why people interpret the past in different ways.  
A respect for historical evidence and the ability to make robust and critical use of it to support their explanations and judgements.  
A desire to embrace challenging activities, including opportunities to undertake high-quality research across a range of history topics. 

 
 
Level Expected at the End of EYFS 

We have selected the most relevant statements from Development Matters age ranges for Three and Four-Year-Olds and Reception as well as highlighting the statements  
within the ELGs which feed into the programme of study for history.  

For more detail about linked subject progression within the EYFS, please see the EYFS Framework.     

 

 

History 

Three and Four-Year-Olds Understanding the World 
 Begin to make sense of their own life-story and  

family’s history. 

Reception 

Understanding the World 

 Comment on images of familiar situations in the past. 
 Compare and contrast characters from stories, including figures 

from the past. 

ELG 

Understanding the World Past and Present 

 Talk about the lives of people around them and their roles in 
society. 

 Know some similarities and differences between  
things in the past and now, drawing on their  
experiences and what has been read in class. 

 Understand the past through settings, characters  
and events encountered in books read in class  
and storytelling. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Key Stage 1 National Curriculum Expectations Key Stage 2 National Curriculum Expectations 

Pupils should be taught about: 

• changes within living memory. Where appropriate, these should be used to reveal aspects of change 
in national life; 

• events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally [for example the Great Fire 
of London, the first aeroplane flight or events commemorated through festivals or anniversaries]; 

• the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international 
achievements. Some should be used to compare aspects of life in different periods [for example 
Elizabeth I and Queen Victoria, Christopher Columbus and Neil Armstrong, William Caxton and Tim 
Berners-Lee, Pieter Bruegel the Elder and LS Lowry, Rosa Parks and Emily Davison, Mary Seacole 
and/or Florence Nightingale and EdithCavell]; 

• significant historical events, people and places in their own locality. 

Pupils should be taught about: 

• changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age; 

• the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain; 

• Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots; 

• the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the 
Confessor; 

• a local history study; 

• a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 
1066; 

• the achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first civilizations 
appeared and a depth study of one of the following: Ancient Sumer; The Indus Valley; Ancient Egypt; 
The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China; 

• Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the 
western world; 

• a non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – one study chosen from: early 
Islamic civilization, including a study of Baghdad c. AD 900; Mayan civilization 
c. AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

HISTORY Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

ELM 
 
Focus 

People and communities (family roles) Marvellous me 
People who help us – Police officers, firefighters and doctors 
Past and Present ELG UW 

Castles and jobs in the past 
Past and Present ELG UW 

Pirates 
Transport of the past and present 
Past and Present ELG UW 

PINE 
 
Focus 

What is history? 
 

Houses and Homes past and present 
 

Prehistoric times/Mary Anning 
 
 

Arctic explorers / Inuit  
 

Seaside holidays past and present/Grace 
Darling 

Robin Hood & Castles 
 

OAK 
 
Focus 

 Why was Neil Armstrong brave? Childhood then and now 
 

 Queen Elizabeth’s life and comparing it to Queen Victoria 
 
 

BEECH 
 
 
FOCUS 

Ancient Greece 
 
 
 

Stone, Iron and Bronze Age 
 
 
  

Romans 
 
 

ASH 
 
 
Focus 

Egyptians  
 
 

Normans 
 
 
 

Tudors  
 
 

Maple 
 
Focus 

What happened in WWII?  Slavery- Transatlantic slave trade 
 

Who were the Mayans? 

WILLOW 
 
Focus 

 The Vikings and Anglo Saxons 
 

The Victorians  
 

 Newark in the Civil War  
 

 

 

The teaching staff of John Blow School, collaboratively collated this, and supporting documents. 

This curriculum is underpinned by the best practice and research guidance from the work of Mary Myatt, Marc Hayes, Twinkl, Focus Education and Oak Academy. 

 

Our intent is to breathe life into the philosophy of education of our school: it is purpose enacted. 

Our intent is for our whole curriculum is: 

Balanced: promoting intellectual, moral, spiritual, aesthetic, creative, emotional and physical development. 

Rigorous: to develop intra-disciplinary habits of mind; integrating the subject's knowledge and skills into a coherent whole. 

Coherent: to make explicit connections and links between the different subjects/experiences encountered. 

Vertically integrated: It focuses on progression by sequencing knowledge; provides clarity about what getting better at the subject means. 

Appropriate: by matching levels of challenge to a pupil’s current level of maturity/knowledge. 

Focused: The curriculum is manageable by teaching the most important knowledge; identifying big ideas or key concepts within a subject. 

Relevant: we sought to connect the valued outcomes of a curriculum to the pupils being taught; providing opportunities for our pupils to make informed choices. 

 


