
 

CLOSE 
READS 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2  

PINE  Letter to Father 
Christmas (Read, 
Write, Perform) 

Dinosaurs (Twinkl) Polar Bears Seaside Holidays in 
the past 

  

OAK Africa texts (fiction 
and non-fiction) 
Non-fiction → 
leopard, cheetah, 
meerkat, spotted 
hyena 
 
Going on Safari 
(LitShed+) 
Habitats of Africa 
(LitShed+) 
Kenya (LitShed+) 
The Best Five 
(LitShed+) 
Maasai (LitShed+) 

 

Space texts 
(fiction and non-
fiction) 
Neil Armstrong 
Biography 
 
 
 
10 facts about 
the moon 
landing 
(LitShed+)  
Fly me to the 
moon (LitShed+) 
Katherine 
Johnson 
(LitShed+) 
The Space Race 
(LitShed+) 
Walking on the 
moon (LitShed+) 
 
Neil Armstrong 
(Twinkl) 

Toys texts (fiction 
and non-fiction) 
 
Materials  
 
 
The old toy room 
(Twinkl) 
Terrific Toys (Twinkl) 
 
Different Materials 
(LitShed+) 
Flexible Materials 
(LitShed+) 
Materials (LitShed+) 
Soft Materials 
(LitShed+) 
Transparent 
Materials (LitShed+) 
 
Traction Man - 
Grammarsaurus 
 

Fairytale texts 
(fiction and non-
fiction) 
 
Jack and the 
Beanstalk (Twinkl) 
 
 
The Lion and the 
mouse 
(Grammarsaurus) 
Jack and the 
Beanstalk 
(Grammarsaurus) 
Anansi the Spider 
(LItShed+) 
Hansel and Gretel 
(LitShed+) 
The Elves and the 
shoemaker 
(LitShed+) 
What is a traditional 
tale? (LitShed+) 
 

London’s Burning 
(Twinkl)  
The Great Fire of 
London (Twinkl) 
The Diary of 
Samuel Pepys 
(Twinkl) 
The Great Fire of 
London 
(Grammarsaurus)  
Trooping the 
colour (LitShed+) 
 

The Royal Baby 
(Twinkl) 
Memorable 
Monarchs (LitShed+) 
Queen Elizabeth II ( 
LitShed+) 
The Crown Jewels 
(LitShed+) 
 

 



 
 
Elf’s Christmas 
party ( LitShed+) 
Naughty or Nice? 
(LitShed+) 
 

 

Rainforests – Twinkl  

BEECH Cave Paintings Stone 
Age Stew Stone Age 
Time Periods The 
Hunter with a Heart 
The Great Galapagos 
Emma’s Puppy 
Problem One Tiny 
Mistake Ozma and 
the Little Wizard The 
Cat in the Witch’s 
Woods Tuesday On 
Rocky Ground 

The Iron Man 
Bluebird 
Hasim’s first Hajj  
The Miracle at 
Knock 

The Official Safe – 
Tea Shelter 
How to Make 
Strawberry Bars 
Hansel and Gretel 

Greek myths- Theses 
and the Minotaur  
Icarus and Daedelus 
Twelve Tasks of 
Heracles 
Arachne and athena 
Pandoras box 
Greek Myths– 
Theseus and the 
Minotaur 
Icarus and Daedalus 
12 tasks of Heracles 
Arachne and Athene 
Pandora’s box 
Perseus and the 
Gorgons Head  
gorgon’s head 

Treasure Island: Yo 
Ho Ho Pirate Life 
Revealed Black 
Beauty: Poor 
Ginger Swiss 
Family Robinson 
 
Caesar’s Calendar 
Conundrum 
Defeat or Retreat 
Live Like an 
Emperor! The 
Captivating 
Colosseum 

Classics-(Literacy 
Shed) 
Treasure Island 
Black Beauty  
Swiss Family 
Robinson 
Peter Pan  
Time Machine 
 
Roman Myths 
legend – Romulus 
and Remus  

 

ASH Valerie Bloom – Biog 
The River – James 
Carter 
James Carter Biog 
Egyptians – Friendly 
felines, Extract from 
Howard Carter diary 

Non-fiction – 
Nile  
Wind in the 
Willows – 
Opening chapter 
extract 
 

Anglo-Saxons pg 28 
Teeth pg 38 The 
digestive system pg 
88 
 
Twinkl 60 Sec reads 
– Animals and Living 
things – Amazing 

Hans Christian 
Anderson – 
Biography  
 
Grammarsaurus: 
The little mermaid 1 
& 2 

A midsummer 
night’s dream 
Horrid Henry VIII 
pg 136 
 

Grammarsaurus: 
Nelson Mandela 
King Henry VII 
Elizabeth I Globe 
Theatre Burns 

 



Grammarsaurus: How 
to mummify 
Discovering 
Tutankhamen’s tomb 
 
Pharoahs and 
mummies pg 8 
Howard Carter pg 152 
Rivers of the world pg 
68 Food Chains pg 
172 Animal habitats 
pg 160 

Twinkl 60 Sec 
reads – Ancient 
Egypt pack 
World Religions 
– Dazzling Diwali 

facts about the 
human body Anglo 
Saxons Activity Pack 

Maple Friend or Foe 
Goodnight Mr Tom 
(linked with film) 
The classics- Alice in 
Wonderland 
You are old Father 
William 
Jabberwocky 
World War II (lit shed) 
A mother’s diary 
Soldiers diary 
Evacuee letter 
Scarecrows 
Water tower 
The Wexbridge Crier 
Kindertransport 
 
 
9-10 
Rainforests animals 
Gravity 

Railway Children  
 
Lit Shed plus: 
Pigeon comes 
through 
 
Rainforest: 
The Great Kapok 
Tree: map 
Rainforest (Watts) 
Contents page for 
layers 
Rainforest explorer- 
Equipment list p4-5 
The Jungle Book 
What happens if the 
rainforests 
disappear? 
Slash and burn 
Lungs of the Earth 
Kingfisher  voyages 
Rainforest Tribes 

The Island 
The Island Armin 
Greer 
If Rudyard Kipling 
The Highwayman 
Swallows and 
Amazons- 
Chapmans Homer 
The Himalayas 
The alps 
Developing 
Snowdonia 
literacy p42 
Oxford Connection: 
expeditions p34/35 
Mallory and Irvine  
P36/37 
DO thinking skills activity 
first! 
Where oxford p8/p9 
Mountain ranges oxford 
p12/13 
The Mountain Book: 

Romeo and Juliet 
 
Oceans of the world 
p8-9 
Arctic ocean and 
southern ocean- 
compare and 
contrast task p10-11 
& p18-19 Mention 
hemi-spheres
 Oceanic 
winds p52-53 
Surface currents 
p60-61 
Tides 146- 147
 Filter 
feeding giants p88-
89 
Baleen whales p90-
91 

There’s a girl in the 
boys’ bathroom 
Mayan Non-fiction 
book (summaries) 
Amazing atlas p42 
World atlas p40 
Explorers and 
faraway places 
Why did use maps 
p6/7 
Chris col p18 
Who were 
conquistador? p24
 Class read. 
Read the Maya 
book as a class. 
Ongoing summary 
of each part as 
read.  
 

Step into the Aztec 
and Maya-Sports 
and games p56 
Make the board 
game 
Evaluate Maya p27 
Historium 
Diary of a time 
traveller- p23 
compare and 
contrast 
 

 



8-9 Rivers of the 
world 

The classics- Rudyard 
Kipling- The Jungle 
Book 
Rainforest: (lit shed 
+) 
Crashed 
Layers of the 
rainforest 
Strange forests 
Threats 
Types of rainforest 
 

10-11 
Deforestation 
D-Day landings 
9-10 
Mountains 
 

 

Mountain weather 
p16/17 
18/19 rain and rain 
shadows 
20/21 blizzards and 
snowdrifts 
Avalanche 22/23
 Oxford p42/43 
mountain manners 
Thesaurus p101 
mountain vocabulary! 
Oxford connections 
Mountain people p6/7 
Oxford connections 
tourism p40/41 
The mountain climate 
oxford p18/19 is very 
good! 
Comprehension ninja: 
Mountains (y5) 
Planets in the solar 
system 
Tenzing Norgay 
 

9-10 
Planets in the Solar 
system 
8-9 The Lake District 

 

Toothed whales and 
dolphins p94-95 
Migrating 
 
10-11 Plant 
adaptations 
9-10 Ordnance 
Survey maps 
8-9 Orienteering 
Animal habitats 
 
 
 

Lit shed + 
persuasion Should 
zoos be banned? 
 
10-11 Ancient 
Mayan Civilisation 
 
 

WILLOW Literacy Shed: 
Heart Parts; Journey 
of a Red Blood Cell; A 
Healthy Diet; Your 
Skeleton; What 
Happens During 
Exercise  
 

Literacy Shed: 
Beowulf; Viking 
Myths; Viking 
Gods; The Theft 
of the Hammer; 
Riding the Waves  
 
Literacy Shed: 

Literacy Shed: 
Street Urchin; Worst 
Jobs for Kids; 
Escaping the 
Workhouse; A 
Schoolhouse Letter; 
The Great Stink; The 

Literacy Shed:  
A Finch Solution; 
Charles Darwin; 
Common Descent; 
What is Evolution; 
Diary of Darwin 
 

Newark in the Civil 
War:  
What Caused the 
Civil War; The 
Three Sieges of 
Newark; Oliver 
Cromwell 
 

Literacy Shed: The 
Airship; Michael 
Faraday; Facts About 
Electricity; Building a 
Generator; Benjamin 
Franklin 

 



Shackleton’s Journey 
(various texts) 
Literacy Shed: 
Franklins Lost Men; 
Glaciers; Ice Ages 
 
Comprehension Ninja: 
Obesity pg 136 

Gryla; The Yule 
Lads; The Night 
Before Christmas  
 
Comprehension 
Ninja: 
The Battle of 
Hastings pg 58 

Great Exhibition; 
Great Inventions  
 
Comprehension 
Ninja: 
Queen Victoria (Y5) 
pg 28 
The British Empire 
(Y5) pg 128 

Literacy Shed: 
Robert the Bruce; 
Lambton Worm; The 
Faithful Hound; Finn 
McCool; Cuchulann; 
Children of Lir 

Literacy Shed: 
Facts about Light; 
Dual Narrative; 
Light Through 
Time; The Eye; The 
Light 

 


